now, or will determine it in the future, the experience of Judaism as a culture will be central to it.
But on the other hand, we can see that in our generation this experience is faced with a major difficulty. a culture depends on its being imparted from one generation to the next. it is a process of reception from a prior generation, independent creativity, and transmission to the coming generation. the generation that established the project of building Eretz Yisrael received a great deal from its parents, though it rebelled against them; it created a great deal on its own, but it failed in the task of transmission to the next generation, large portions of whom do not experience their Judaism as a plenitude of values and as a continuous, self-renewing creative process. there are some who deduce from this fact the simple conclusion that there is no chance, and also no need, for continuing the Jewish experience as a plenitude of distinctive values. a common Jewish fate brought Jews to the land of israel and welded them together as an israeli constituency whose culture is thrown together from the four corners of the earth and combined in the melting pot of their collective life in their land and their state. some will also deduce from this fact the simple conclusion that only religious acceptance of the torah and fulfillment of its commandments are authentic Judaism, and the task before us is to bring people into the fold, to attempt to return the many to the religious way, for only those who return to the religion will be saved for Judaism. the first represent as an ideal the possibility toward which probability so powerfully tends but whose real meaning is destruction. the second represent as an ideal the lesser possibility that exists for individuals (and it is still doubtful whether it is an entirely positive possibility even for them) while leaving the majority outside, which also implies destruction. responsibility to the Jewish character of the entire people and responsibility for the plenitude of Jewish creativity dictate that we go back and grapple with the conception of Judaism as a culture in order to consider the causes of the crisis affecting it and in order to try to overcome it. this is the objective of the following discussion.
1
We shall not begin with a general definition of the concept of culture, but we shall indicate the sense of this concept in the narrow context of our discussion. What is Judaism as a cultural experience as opposed to Judaism as a fate or Judaism as religious observance?
